
 

 

War in the Far North - Murmansk 1943 - Soviet Impression Guidelines 

 

Soviet forces will be portraying troops of the 28th Guards Rifle Regiment, 10th Guards Rifle Division, 14th 

Army, Karelian Front.  

Like many Guards divisions, the 10th Guards started life as a regular Rifle Division – the 52nd.  The 52nd 

took part in the invasion of Poland in 1939 and were engaged at the battle of Petsamo during the Winter 

War. Following the end of hostilities in 1940, the division remained in the far north. 

In 1941, the 52nd participated in the defense of the port of Murmansk against German forces of 

“Mountain Corps Norway” from 19 June to 21 September, 1941. In recognition of its role in the 

successful defense, the division was renamed and reorganized as the 10th Guards Rifle Division on 26 

December, 1941. 

 

At the end of April, 1942, they participated in a counterattack which, due to severe weather conditions 

including heavy snow storms, was unsuccessful.  

For the next two years, they were engaged in static defense on the Karelian Front. The front covered the 

sector north of Lake Ladoga and the Svir River to the Arctic Coast near Murmansk. During this time, 

replacements were scarce and the division operated at minimum strength as the stagnant Front was 

considered a lower supply priority.  



 

 

This event is set during this “stalemate” period in 1943. While no major campaigns occurred in the area, 

official histories note several hundred local clashes including irregular warfare by ski troops and Red 

Army “partisans.”  To a large degree, operational tempos were dictated by the supply situation and the 

initiative of local officers. 

Mindset, Morale, and Supply 

The 10th Guards have been manning their well-developed positions and patrolling the local forests for 

the past several months with little substantive action or casualties.  

Due to the static nature and low casualties, troops would have become very familiar with their 

comrades and should have a strong atmosphere of camaraderie and morale. As one of the few Guards 

formations formed or deployed by the Red Army in the Arctic during the war, unit pride should be a 

factor. 

 

Troops should have a steady supply of letters, news, and other connections to rear areas. While Soviet 

forces were not receiving reinforcements, they were well supplied and equipped due to their proximity 

to the port of Murmansk. 

Lend-Lease 

Murmansk was one of the key ports for the delivery of Lend-Lease supplies from the western allies. As 

such, certain goods appear to have been more plentiful on this front than anywhere else. For the 

purposes of this document, we will include a note on Lend-Lease items where applicable.  

Lend-Lease materials should help to accent, but not define, the physical supplies represented.  

 

Impression Guidelines 

General Rules 

1. The goal is simple - to look like typical Red Army soldiers serving on the Murmansk Front in March of 

1943.  Please keep that in mind when putting together your impression.  

2. Take a “Less is more” approach.  The Red Army was travelling light at this point in the war and 

supplies in the Murmansk Front would harder to come by than in other Fronts. 

3. The Command Staff will be inspecting all attendees.  If the Commander suggests you remove or 

switch something, don’t get upset.  (See Rule #1) 

4. Loaner gear is available so if you need something, contact the Commander. We are happy to help. 

Uniform 

I. Headgear 

Preferred - Pilotka with wartime-style cap star.  Cap may be wool, cotton, or wool/cotton blend. Cap star 

can be large or small, painted or enameled.   



 

 

Not allowed - Repro or postwar “Staybright” type stars. 

Lend-Lease - Lend-Lease cap stars and pilotkas made of Lend-Lease wool are encouraged. 

II. Gynmastiorka (Tunic) 

Preferred – Obr35 pattern converted to 1943 regulations. 

Accepted – Obr43 pattern without pockets. 

Reluctantly Accepted - Obr43 pattern with pockets. 

Lend-Lease – Soviet uniforms of the applicable patterns produced by the western allies and uniforms 

produced from Lend-Lease materials are encouraged. 

IV. Sharovari (Breeches) 

Preferred – Obr35 pattern. 

Accepted – Obr45 pattern. 

Lend-Lease – Soviet uniforms of the applicable patterns produced by the western allies and uniforms 

produced from Lend-Lease materials are encouraged. 

V. Footwear 

Sapogi (high boots) or botinki (low boots) with proper puttees.  Soviet and Lend-Lease styles are 

acceptable. 

VI. Undergarments 

Preferred – Soviet-issue underwear 

Acceptable – Lend-Lease underwear or “tank top” without tags or printing. 

Not allowed – Modern tshirts and underwear 

 

VII.  Medals and Insignia 

Required - Guards Badges 

Not allowed – Campaign medals.  Since the unit portrayed had served in this region since 1939, it is 

unlikely troops on this front had served in any campaigns where “Defense of…” campaign medals were 

awarded. As such, Defense of Stalingrad and Defense of the Caucuses are not authorized. 

Authorized – Red Guard members who have been awarded non-campaign specific medals may wear 

them. 

Equipment 

I. Kaska (Helmet) – Every soldier will have a helmet. 

Preferred – standard wartime style SSh-40 

Accepted – SSh-39.   

Reluctantly Accepted - “Converted” Czech or other postwar Communist helmets must be approved by 

the commander. 

Not allowed – M-36 helmets.  



 

 

II. Remyen (Belt) 

Preferred – Leather belt. Lend-Lease US-made “Garrison” belts would be appropriate.  

Accepted – Canvas/leather belt  

III. Ammunition Pouch – Please wear one pouch on your right side. 

Preferred – “Reparations” or reproduction leather/pigskin pouches for rifles. Three-cell canvas pouches 

for submachine gun. Leather/pigskin/synthetic pouches for SVT-40. 

Not allowed – Kirza rifle pouches or postwar Polish submachine gun pouches with nylon belt loops.   

IV. Lopata (Shovel) – Shovel should have appropriate carrier. 

Preferred – Soviet-style riveted or stamped shovels are accepted. 

Accepted – German shovels 

Not allowed – Chinese or “Spetsnaz” shovels. 

V. Flyaga (Canteen) – Canteen should have appropriate carrier. 

Preferred – Wartime style with small threads, glass canteens, or postwar (large threads) that have been 

repainted or stripped to bare aluminum. 

Accepted – Prewar canteen (cork stopper) and German canteens in Soviet carriers. 

Reluctantly accepted – Unmodified postwar canteens. 

 

VI. Plasch-Palatka (Rain Cape) 

Preferred – Wartime style with leather or handsewn grommets. 

Accepted – “Defarbed” postwar type with handsewn grommets. 

Not allowed – Postwar style with brass grommets. 

 

VII. Myeshok (Knapsack) 

Preferred –Soviet-made wartime style. 

Accepted –Reproduction wartime style. 

Not allowed –Postwar style with pockets. 

VIII. Soomka Protivogaznaya (Gas Mask Bag) – Optional. Limited numbers. 
Preferred – Wartime styles. 
Accepted – Correctly converted postwar Soviet. 
 
IX. Side Knives – “Finnish” puukko-type knives and side knives in Finnish-style sheaths are accepted in 
limited numbers.  
 
X. Grenade Pouch – Optional.  Very limited numbers. 
Preferred – Nothing. 
Accepted – Three cell pouch for F-1 or RG-42 grenades. 
Not allowed – RG-33 pouches, shovel pouches, etc…  
 
XI. Koteluk (Mess kit) 
Preferred – pot type. 
Accepted – Two-piece style.  Should be repainted or stripped to bare aluminum. 



 

 

Reluctantly accepted – Unmodified postwar mess kits. 
 
XII. Medical Equipment  
All medical equipment will be approved by the Senior Sanitar prior to being fielded. 
 
Cold Weather Gear 
 
As those who attended the Bautzen event in 2017 can attest, December weather conditions in North 
Carolina can vary widely. As such, make sure you have good cold weather and rain gear.  
 
I. Outer Garment 
Preferred – Obr35 or Obr41 pattern overcoat (shinel), padded jacket (telogreika), or sheepskin coat 
(bekesha). 
Accepted – Dark-brown “Brezhnev” overcoats. Must be defarbed to Red Guard standards. 
Note – Since 1943 was a transitional period, overcoats can have incomplete insignia. For example, a coat 
can have shoulder boards but not collar tabs.  No pre-1943 insignia. 
 
II. Winter hat 
Preferred – Military Ushanka 
Not allowed – Finka, Papakha, and Budionovka caps are not authorized. 1980s-vintage blue/gray 
ushankas are not allowed. 
 
III. Gloves/Mittens 
Accepted – Any wartime pattern Soviet-produced gloves or mittens are accepted. 
 
IV. Scarves, Balaclavas, and Toques 
If weather is inclement, proper period examples (including “captured” German models) may be worn. 
Afghan-era balaclavas are not allowed. 
 
Small Arms 
 
Authorized – M1891, M1891/30, SVT-40, PPSh-41, DP-28, M1910 Maxim 
Lend Lease – Lend-Lease submachine guns appear with more frequency on this front than anywhere 
else. U.S. documents show 137,729 “Submachine, Cal. .45, (All Types)” being provided to the U.S.S.R. but 
counts by model are not available. Photographic evidence shows M1928A1 Thompsons and M50 Reising 
submachineguns in limited numbers so those models are authorized. M1/M1A1 Thompsons require 
approval prior to being fielded. 
Not allowed – PPS-43.  The PPS-43 was first fielded in 1942 but mass production didn’t begin until early 
1943.  Given the date of the event (March 1943) and the priority of the front (lowest), it is unlikely this 
weapon was being issued on the Murmansk front by this date. 


