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MASKIROVKA, 1942
INTRODUCTION

All reenactors like wearing the camouflage uniform. The Russian impression is far behind the German in this matter, especially the SS units. The best we have is the “ameba” pattern camouflage suit. Also, it is impossible to reproduce any kind camouflage as used by the Red Army in World War II due to a lack of reliable sources, such as pictures and instructions. Why do we not see many pictures Soviet soldiers using camouflage is another subject and I did an email about this matter.  On the field we are at a large disadvantage compared to the German units and we do reenacting in small groups, where every comrade counts. As you know well, any extra “cover” or protection from detection is always good for you.

During the Great Patriotic War the Red Army printed numerous booklets, instructions, manuals about the camouflage techniques.  Now these manuals and instructions are very difficult to find.

 Lucky on my last trip to Russia I obtained an interesting document, “NASTAVLENIE PO MASKIROVKE”, (MACK-42). It was signed for print in 13.6.42 [13th May, 1942] and printed by the People’s Commissariat of Defense. The Headquarters of Engineer Forces had developed this document. Part I, The Army Maskirovka. It is 80 pages long, I have not translated it all, but here is an English translation of the materials on “Camouflage protection of soldiers and MG s” plus some general information. I hope it can help you understand the Soviet approach to camouflage and the importance placed upon it by the Red Army.  By the way, the excellent copy of the original Russian booklet is now available for the public.

In Russian language Maskirovka is art and science at the same time. It consists of  two integrated parts, how to camouflage our forces, and how to deceive the enemy.  Maskirovka is the combining of both parts.

For the purposes of clarity and reference, I have kept the same numbering of sections and chapters as are in the original booklet.

- Igor Dobrovatov with Mark Sevigny,   February 2005
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GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Military Maskirovka refers to all measures taken to deceive the enemy about the strength, and equipment of our forces and our future actions.       






2. Goals of Maskirovka:


    a. to provide sudden actions of our forces;

    b. to reduce casualties in men and losses in equipment;

    v. increase time of existent engineer’ objects;

3. Maskirovka applies to all armed forces and equipment and their deployment and actions, not only in proximity of the enemy, but also in the rear areas.  

Inattention to maskirovka causes unnecessary casualties and more difficult combat situations.

4. Maskirovka must oppose all sources of the enemy intelligence. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 17. Camouflage alone does not deceive the enemy; it is necessary to deliberately mislead the enemy by constructing mock objects, spreading rumors, and other means. 

8. Maskirovka must be active. This requires that all measures must be coordinated in one plan to create a false impression for the enemy. 

Maskirovka which was not finished is a waste of time, energy and resources.
9. Armed forces must:

a. use bad weather, poor visibility and terrain;  

b. use natural and man-made camouflage resources;

v. constantly provide maskirovka discipline;

g. construct mock objects and emplacements to divert the enemy’s attention. 
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USING THE RIGHT CONDITIONS FOR MASKIROVKA

10. Darkness of the night. Nighttime is one of the most effective conditions for moving large masses of armed forces under very strict maskirovka discipline. Even small lights can be seen from a long distance. Moving under cover of darkness the arm forces must be in constant readiness to take cover due to the enemy can suddenly light up an area.  

11. Rain, snow, fog make observation difficult.

12. Poor visibility may be created by smoke screens. To deceive the enemy, smoke screens must be used at the same time on adjacent areas.

13. The position of the sun is very important. An object is more easily seen when the sun is to the side and not directly above.

14. Landscape is extremely important for the right camouflage.

15. Forest is good for cover. But after the fall season and in the winter, the usefulness of the forest is limited.

16. Cut areas in a forest are visible from the air. Avoid cutting down trees and brush as much as possible.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 117. Lone trees and bushes have limitations for cover. Under the cloudy sky position objects under, under direct sunlight, position in shadows.

18. Avoid light vegetation.

19. Shadows have two meanings for maskirovka. A shadow gives good cover, but an object can be discovered by the shadow which it produces.

20. A shadow moves with the sun. Therefore the covering object should be on the northern side of the cover. Shadows created by the moon are very effective. A searchlight produces good shadows.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1EQUIPMENT FOR MASKIROVKA

21. When use of landscape is not enough, proper standard equipment must be used. When 
          a unit does not have the right equipment, maskirovka must be improvised on the spot.

22.  The standard equipment must fit the landscape very well in terms of appearance,

          color, etc, and must not have a shadow. Artificial equipment, which can be made on the spot, may be created from tree’s branches, wood, earth, straw, canvas tarp, tents, and nets.

23. Canvas tarp, tents, no matter what color they are, look much lighter in color from the air then landscape’s colors. They must be covered with tree’s branches, grass, earth and snow.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 124. A net masks an object only when the net has tree’s branches, grass or other camouflage material placed in it.

25. All camouflage equipment protects better when its colors are similar to the landscape’s color.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MASKIROVKA DISCIPLINE
26. Maskirovka efforts without the maskirovka discipline is useless. A well camouflaged battery may be discovered by crew movements or by new tracks on the surrounded areas, etc. Even a small contribution by a single soldier to maskirovka can increase its effect. On the other hand, a small mistake by a single soldier may ruin the whole effort and put the rest in harms way.


Maskirovka discipline is responsibility of every soldier and commander of the RKKA. 

  27. Smoke will always attract the enemy’s attention. Use fuel which does not give a lot of smoke. In some situations it is prohibited to light a fire.

28. Dust can also reveal force movements. Try to use a road with ground which  produces less dust.

29. Forces and their equipment may be disclosed easily by watching the positioning of material in lines or other geometrical figures. Use landscape right and avoid a system or pattern in dispositions. 

30. All roads and even small tracks can be easily recognized from the air and especially on aerial photos. The endings of roads, or road ruts tell a lot to enemy intelligence.  Avoid building new roads; use existing ones, even if it takes more time to move. If it is necessary to build a new road, then try to use hard ground and to build it in line or parallel landscape’s lines/ fences, aqueducts, etc. Every new build road 
          must be connected to an existing road. Leaving a “dead end” helps the enemy’s air reconnaissance.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 131. All movements of our forces attract the enemy’ attention. Therefore, movement of all kinds must be minimized. 

           It is important to drive or walk on the shaded part of a road. All roads and tracks should be [circumvent] [around] vegetation, ravines, fences or buildings.

           In the winter the best movement formation is a single file, because it is easier to cover the tracks in the snow.

           In the summer it is best not to use roads with light surface.

           Movement through open spaces must be done in small groups. When stopping find places with good cover.

32. At night the main attention should be on lighting camouflage and quietness. Even a small flicker of a pocket flashlight or matches can be seen far away.

          Vehicles traveling in a zone where the enemy may see the movement must be accomplished with no lighting at all. Behind this zone, movement must be with the lights covered, and then only with permission from a superior officer…..

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CONDUCT AND CONTROL OF MASKIROVKA
46. It is improper to divide combat tasks from maskirovka tasks.

          In order to be successful, all work and activities relating to camouflaging and maskirovka must be done out of sight of the enemy. Preliminary work must be done under cover, as soon as possible, before it can be observed by enemy reconnaissance. Plan all maskirovka work at night to finish before dawn.  

47. Before and during the occupation of an area by an unit, commanders must issue orders for maskirovka discipline.

48. Commander of a regiment or larger unit shall issue an order when his unit conducts maskirovka over an area which will be shared with another unit.

49. All maskirovka measures must be constantly [controlled][monitored and regulated] from the ground and air during and after the work. 


When in proximity to the enemy, our camouflage conduct can be directed from observation posts forward of our front line. To artificially increase of distance for observation purposes, binoculars can be used inverted.


Ground control of maskirovka is conducted by commanders on the spot.

          Control of maskirovka from the air is conducted by divisional level Headquarters and higher.
          In the rear areas of military units and areas of concentration of forces, maskirovka discipline should be done by special patrols.
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CHAPTER 4
MASKIROVKA SOLDIERS AND MACHINE GUN CREWS.
50. Soldiers look like dots when observed from an airplane. On snow, light ground or on a road soldiers’ shadows are very visible. A ground observer recognizes soldiers by light spots created by their faces and hands, from shiny parts of uniforms, buttons, bayonets, etc. Soldiers may be recognized by the movement of their legs and arms. It is easy to see movement across a front, but movement directly towards an observer is not easy to recognize. At nighttime: sounds of steps, equipment, and weapons can be easily heard, and smoking can be easily seen by enemy observers.

51.  For maskirovka a soldier must use:

a. uneven spots in the landscape, such as holes on [depressions in?] the ground, small hills, shell holes;

b. objects such as large rocks, stumps, ruins, fences, piles of hay;

c. places where shade from local objects is present;

d. places in color similar to his uniform’s color;

e. standard maskirovka equipment.

52. Under camouflage a soldier must be still. Movement must be by sudden, short and fast runs or very slowly when all movements are almost invisible. 
           Keep a rifle horizontally if a movement is straight to the enemy and vertically if parallel. 

53. Make sure that weapons and equipment tight well, do not make any noise; do not have objects in a backpack which make nose; a mess kit cover with grass, hay, leaves.

54. Before start moving in proximity of enemy plan a trip by using well landscape. On the open spaces do not move parallel the front line. When the enemy is very close-crawl. 

55. How to crawl:

a. by plastunski- be flat on the ground, drag the body by moving a right arm with a 
left leg, then the left arm and the right leg and so on;


b. by chetverenki- on knees and elbows. 

The first type is slow, but it is difficult to spot. 

56. Runs do from cover to cover/ trees, piles of hay and etc./, after reaching the cover drop on the ground and move off site on 2-3 meters. Runs do short and combine with crawling.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 157. For covering movement in forest and bushy areas, cut branches with leaves and insert its under the belt and other parts of uniform..

          On road; keep movement to the side with trees, bushes on shoulder, or with fences.

          Move around hills; when on the top of a hill, then crawl.

          To buildings or other structural move from the backyard, from fences. Take a route with maximum cover.

          Approach a house from a wall without windows; if necessary look inside or listen, crawl under; looking at a window at night do not bring face close.

           In the urban areas; move on the shadow side of the street. 

          In forest; do not move on the road but on some distance from it; 

          Over open spaces; crawl over or move around. 

          Move as quietly is possible, listening carefully for surrounding sounds.

          When preparing to leave the forest, use last trees for cover and look around. Open the last bushes carefully and slowly and without any noise. Crawl along the forest edge if necessary.

          In a wheat field or high grass, move slowly and without any noise, especially if the area is wide open and can be observed from a good distance. On the edge of wheat field crawl, and try to move at the same time as when the wind blows. 

58. At the night time, reduce noise by lifting legs up and stepping carefully, try to step on the soft ground; do not run; do not jump over obstacles. 

          Under a searchlight immediately lay down and do not move. If the light is approaching use any cover and be in shadow. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 159. For camouflage soldiers use:

a. the summer camouflage uniform: a “gilly” suit and "ameba" camouflage suit; in Russian both are called a “maskkostuem” , or a camo-suit;

b. the winter camouflage uniform: a white camouflage suit is called a “belei maskkostuem”;

c. a camouflage net for a rifleman, worn draped over the head or helmet is called a “setka”
          d. a camouflage “boa”, a long piece of fringed cloth or netting, worn draped from behind the neck over the shoulders; is called a : “maskirovochnay bachroma”
