FORMING UNIT FOR ASSEMBLY

 The platoon or squad leaders assemble facing their superior commander, and indicate with their left arm raised shoulder height horizontal to the ground where their unit is to line up and facing what direction.  The unit leader immediately shouts out:

   “ASSEMBLE!”
 On this command every soldier takes his place in formation. 

 A unit always lines up to the left of its unit leader, facing in his same direction.  For drill assembly, the unit assembles in order of height, the tallest soldier on the right, next to the unit leader.

  The distance between each soldier is to be 15 cm (6 in) from elbow to elbow.  Units are spaced 1.5m (60 in) apart.

  Unless otherwise instructed, soldier will always assemble with their weapons, and at Order Arms. Officers and unit leaders only wear sidearms during assembly.

   The unit commissar (politruk) stands behind and to the left of the CO, both facing the assembling troops.

  When the soldiers have formed, the unit leader takes a position in front of his troops and shouts

 “DRESS THE LINE!”  

     All heads except the far right soldier snap to the right. Rifles are brought vertical next to the soldier’s leg.

 “ATTENTION!”

      All heads snap forward and rifles are inclined slightly forward as at “order arms”.

  “COUNT OFF!”
      Each soldier counts off, as he shouts his number, he turns his head to the left and immediately snaps forward again.  When the last man counts off, he steps forward and shouts out his number and steps back.  

  The unit leader then marches to the CO, salutes and reports: “Tovarish Kommandir, 1st Squad, 9 soldiers ready!  Sgt Leonov reporting!”

   The CO salutes in response to his subordinate’s salute.  After the report, the CO says “Stand easy”
    The reporting unit leader then marches back to his unit and takes up position at the far right of the unit’s front rank.   Every unit leader shall strive to be the 1st to have his troops properly assembled and be the 1st to report.
